[Fertility and environment: a new challenge].
Over the last thirty years the method for both investigating and treating fertility have become more sophisticated and powerful. At the same time, the risk factors for infertility have increased substantially, particularly those resulting from the environment. Spermatogenesis can be considered to be a marker for public health as the consequences of exposure to various factors can be determined objectively. The increase in the number of, and exposure to physical (ionising radiation, heat) and chemical (insecticides, pesticides, antimitotic agents) pose significant problems for human fertility. These issues need to be addressed by both epidemiologists and clinicians.